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Notes on the Final Plan

       The following notes on the final plan are in response to additional guidance offered by the 
Council of the District of Columbia, Committee of the Whole.  The Council approved R17-
0704, the Deanwood / Great Streets – Nannie Helen Burroughs Ave & Minnesota Ave NE 
Strategic Development Plan Approval Resolution of 2008, on July 15, 2008.

1)    The Office of Planning (OP”) emphasizes that the plan’s recommendation to extend  
Minnesota Avenue as an opportunity to reconnect the street grid reduce traffic on 
neighborhood streets, and provide improved pedestrian access to the Deanwood Metro 
Station. OP will also emphasize that the land use and future zoning along an extended 
Minnesota Avenue should be consistent with the low-density commercial land use 
designation an the Minnesota/Nannie Helen Burroughs node, which would addresses 
community desires for greater neighborhood-serving retail and community services. 

2)    OP clarifies that changes in the current zoning from low-density residential to low-density 
commercial would be required to implement the Good Success CDC project; and that a 
change in zoning is contingent upon discretionary approval by the Zoning Commission 
after giving great weight to the views of the affected Advisory Neighborhood Commissions 
(ANC’s).

3)   OP will engage the Good Success CDC and the community in a series of dialogue sessions 
to guide the future development of the site to ensure that the overall planning goals and 
design guidelines of the Deanwood Strategic Development are met.
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

The public involvement plan provided a series of meaningful exchanges between the public, Office of Planning and 
consultant team that were closely integrated with the overall planning process. The public involvement plan also provided a 
variety of communication channels to help the public understand the scope and evolution of the plan. The program will solicit 
input and feedback from the public as to their specific needs, issues, concerns and recommendations. 

The goals of the community outreach program are to inform the community about the project, encourage participation in the 
planning process and solicit meaningful input for the Strategic Plan through a range of outreach strategies.   

KEY OUTREACH STRATEGIES TARGETED OUTCOMES 

Work with local community groups, key stakeholders and 
a symbolically representative steering committee to help 
reach pre-public meeting consensus on specific “success 
outcomes” 

Use the client coordination meetings to help increase 
multi-agency integration and benefit from public 
participation  

Use extensive and effective pre-and post-public meeting 
outreach and communication to help increase the public’s 
level of participation 

Document all legitimate inputs, and demonstrated 
linkages to final recommendations 

Build trust between the Office of Planning team and the 
stakeholders  

Develop consensus on Strategic Plan issues 

Foster community support and excitement for the 
Strategic Plan and its implementation 
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Project Steering Committee 
A project steering committee was convened, comprised of businesses, area 
residents recognized as leaders within the community, businesses and 
through their election to public office (representatives of Advisory 
Neighborhood Commissions) or as heads of local civic associations. There 
was a specific intent to extend invitations to local businesses and those 
who have development plans potentially affected by implementation of the 
strategic plan. The committee also included individuals who served on other 
related studies, such as the Minnesota Avenue – Downtown Ward 7 
Conceptual Design Study. 
 
 

PROJECT STEERING COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Date Location Participants 

March 8, 2007 Friendship PCS/Collegiate Academy at Carter G. Woodson 15 
April 10, 2007 Ron H. Brown Middle School 15 
April 17, 2007 Washington Parks & People 9 
May 3, 2007 Friendship PCS/Collegiate Academy at Carter G. Woodson 10 
May 22, 2007 Washington Parks & People 18 
June 25, 2007 Friendship PCS/Collegiate Academy at Carter G. Woodson 11 
September 20, 2007 Washington Parks & People 5 
 
Beginning with the steering committee kickoff meeting held in March 2007, steering members provided guidance to the study team 
and were held periodically during the planning process, generally two weeks prior to public workshops. After a letter of invitation to 
the kickoff meeting from the Office of Planning, steering committee members were invited by email and follow-up phone calls.  
 
Workshops  
The public workshops were held at several locations around the study area. The workshops were designed to familiarize participants 
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with the purpose of the study, its context within the Ward 7, the existing conditions and issues identified by the design team, and 
the project goals and objectives. Most importantly, the workshop format was designed to provide a forum for interaction in small 
groups to solicit the public’s concerns and issues and identify possible solutions.  
 
The consultant team created a mailing list, which included area residents, public agency representatives, and neighborhood and civic 
associations, which was updated as the project progressed based on registrants at meetings. 
 
Outreach and Noticing Materials 
The outreach and noticing materials included postcards, print advertisements, community event calendars in local publications, email 
listservs, e-flyers. In addition, a study brand was created to provide a distinct look for the project. 

 
 

PROJECT STEERING COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Date Location Participants 

March 22, 2007 Friendship PCS/Collegiate Academy at Carter G. Woodson 57 
May 8, 2007 Ron H. Brown Middle School 82 
May 24, 2007 Washington Parks & People 47 
June 28, 2007 Beulah Baptist Church 122 
September 26, 2007 Sargent Memorial Presbyterian Church 41 
Note:  Complete minutes of all meetings may be requested from DC Office of Planning. 

PUBLIC MEETINGS / WORKSHOPS
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